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Smoking in public places
Tuesday, November 27, 2012


Sir: I request that a ban on smoking in public places be put into effect immediately because of the harmful nature of secondhand smoke. Smokers should be considerate about nonsmokers, especially in public. I do not think nonsmokers should have to inhale the smoke of cigarettes against their will. There are some smokers who do not care about the people around them while smoking. For example, one will always find a person smoking at a bus stop even if there are little children around them. All the money that will end up being saved in healthcare costs can be invested in science and technology instead — something that gave China a major competitive edge in the world. The government of China has issued a ban on all indoor smoking. The problem is that, in Pakistan, the ban is not enforced and therefore it is useless. People should demand that the government and all public places in Pakistan follow in the footsteps of China. I strongly believe that smokers should not be treated like some kind of monster. There should also be places where smokers can smoke freely without affecting the people around them because secondhand or passive smoking is said to be more dangerous than actually smoking.
TOOBA NAEEM
Karachi
