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Govt urged to oppose anti-farmer proposals
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CHARSADDA, Oct 29: Tobacco growers have urged the government to oppose the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control proposal at the forthcoming World Health Organisation meeting in Seoul.
According to them, the said proposals threaten the livelihoods of more than 30 million tobacco growers and farm workers in the world.

In a message on World Tobacco Growers’ Day falling today (Tuesday), Anjuman-i-Kashtkaran Tobacco, Hazara division president Rustam Khan Swati told reporters here that the approval of the FCTC proposals would have a negative bearing on the livelihoods of 40,000 Pakistani growers, who contributed 37 per cent federal excise duty to the kitty.

He said the proposals in question were for reduction in supply of tobacco without providing growers viable alternatives to support their families and that had been done though there was a greater likelihood of demand for tobacco increasing in coming years.

“The people handling FCTC have not heard the voice of growers and have gone off track in pursuing absurd proposals that are contrary to its original mandate. Today we simply ask them to listen to us for making us part of the solution,” he said.

