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First, however, surfaced a calling attention notice that Bushra Rehman had posted to find out how successful the government had been in banning the use of ‘sheesha’ in local restaurants.

Once upon a time, Ms Rehman had been famous for writing Urdu novels that furnished desi version of the Mills and Bones stuff. Then she turned to column writing and eventually ended up as a woman member in successive assemblies. Being a hyperactive legislator, she often agitates to ensure that Pakistan “does not drift from its Islamic ideology and culture.”

She was furious to discover that interior minister Rehman Malik had not bothered to come to the house to brief her on official efforts for stopping the spread of ‘sheesha culture’ in Islamabad. The parliamentary secretary had also not been briefed by any official from the same ministry. That offended the PML-N members and they all started complaining that Rehman Malik habitually avoids, when it comes to questions from honorable members of a uniquely sovereign house.
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