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People urged to follow anti-tobacco laws

September 26, 2012

Multan—Speakers at an anti-tobacco seminar urged people to respect tobacco control laws and make efforts to discourage tobacco addiction in society. The seminar was organized by tobacco control cell Islamabad in collaboration with Punjab health department at district health development centre Multan on Tuesday. Programme Director Dr. Shahid Khan Magsi and district coordinator for tobacco control Tahir Khan said that around 1200 children begin smoking at the age of six to fifteen years every day and urged the community to play its role in checking this dangerous trend.

Health officials said that people die every day due to tobacco related diseases and complications. Around 5000 persons having tobacco addiction are hospitalized daily, they observed with concerns. Tahir Khan said that tobacco addiction could be controlled and people could be saved against diseases provided they respect anti- tobacco laws and rules and launch advocacy drive against this addiction. Information material detailing smoking related hazards was also distributed among the participants on the occasion. Meanwhile, local farmers staged a protest demonstration and blocked the Bahawalpur bypass for two hours against rising prices of electricity for tubewells.

On the call of the Pakistan Kissan Ittehad, farmers assembled at Bahawalpur by-pass and blocked the road. They were carrying banners and placards inscribed with demands for lowering rates of electricity. The protesters also hurlded stones at vehicles. They also clashed with police. Farmers also blocked the road at Pul Rango, 15 kilometre away from Multan.—APP

