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Sheesha cafes: The Lahore High Court chief justice on Wednesday directed the Punjab home secretary and the Lahore district coordination officer to take action against sheesha cafes under the Prohibition of Smoking and Protection of Non-Smokers Health Ordinance 2002.

The CJ issued these directions while disposing of a petition filed by the “Society of Alternative Media and Research” for action against sheesha cafes.

Petitioner’s counsel argued the law pertaining to prohibition of smoking at public places was also applicable to the cafes and restaurants providing sheesha facility.

Counsel for the City District
Government of Lahore also endorsed this argument, and said the smoking-related activities should be banned in cafes and restaurants.

Counsel for sheesha cafe owners stated they had designated places for smoking in restaurants.

The judge disposed of the petition with directions to the government to ensure enforcement of the law against smoking activities in the province.

