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* Petitioner demands complete ban on sheesha cafes 

* Court says anti-smoking law exists, no need to pass separate order for sheesha

Staff Report

LAHORE: Lahore High Court Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial on Wednesday directed the Punjab home secretary and Lahore district coordination officer to ensure enforcement of Prohibition of Smoking and Protection of Non-smokers Health Ordinance 2002.

The chief justice issued the directions while disposing of petitions seeking a complete ban on sheesha cafes, and separate petitions by the owners of such cafes, seeking to restrain the city government from stopping them from serving sheesha.

The counsel for petitioner, Society for Alternative Media and Research, said that permission of sheesha smoking could not be granted, as the law pertaining to prohibition of smoking at public places was also applicable to cafes and restaurants.

The city government’s counsel supported the argument and requested the court to ban smoking and related activities at cafes and restaurants.

The chief justice on May 21 had directed the petitioner’s counsel and state law officer to come up with arguments on a point whether the law pertaining to prohibition of smoking at public place was applicable to cafes and restaurants providing sheesha facilities.

The counsel for sheesha cafe owners on Wednesday submitted that the use of sheesha was not harmful, nor was it a prohibited product. He said there was no justification for taking action against the owners of such cafes.

He said that the petitioners had designated places for smoking in the restaurants.

He also said that if smoking was banned at sheesha cafes, the same ban also applied at the court buildings and the office of the advocate general.

The petitioner’s counsel said that when using the term “restaurant”, it meant that the entire area consisting of the restaurant. He said that no specific place should be designated for smoking at restaurants, according to the ordinance. 

He requested the court to ban sheesha facilities at cafes.

The chief justice observed that if sheesha came under the head of smoking, it had already been banned and there was no need to issue a separate direction in this regard.

The owners of sheesha cafes filed a petition, saying that the government was taking coercive measures against the cafes after putting a ban on the use of sheesha. They requested the court to restrain the authorities from taking action against them.

The Society for Alternative Media and Research submitted that the young generation was indulging in immoral activities under the guise of sheesha smoking. It said that as the smoking was banned at all public places, cafes and restaurants, no sheesha facility could be provided at any cafe. He said that sheesha was also causing different diseases among the youngsters.
