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Hospitals declared no smoking zone
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Karachi—Sindh Medical College’s Alumni Association in its ongoing awareness campaign about hazards of smoking, pan, ghutka and chhalia has successfully managed imposition of a complete and affective ban against these on premises of more than 30 hospitals and clinics in the city. Dr. Natasha Mustafa, coordinator of the campaign told APP Friday that the SMC graduates, comprising doctors associated with different medical carefacilities, are also actively supported by the students of the college in the campaign. “Our team comprising 250 volunteers not only motivated the administrators but also got actively involved doctors, nurses and paramedics of these facilities to play their role in the campaign,” she said.

In reply to a question, she said the campaign, initiated in solidarity with the World Smoking day, had begun on April 16 and will continue till May 31. It has been divided into three phases, the first phase, she said is focussed on spreading awareness amongst the patients and staff at the hospitals and local clinics of Karachi followed by next phase of spreading awareness amongst people in different neighborhoods in city. “Phase three of the campaign is equally crucial as awareness is attempted to be raised amongst the students in different colleges and schools,” said Dr. Natasha Mustafa. In reply to another question she said both private and public sector hospitals, (that among other facilities also included PNH - Shifa), scattered across the city are being covered by the volunteers.—APP
