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Note: Following is excerpt


Coffee house culture is relatively new in Pakistan. DESIGN: MAHA HAIDER

LAHORE: 
Caffeine is to a writer what a beautiful woman is to a painter; it literally jumpstarts one’s creativity. This may be the reason that many writers have penned some of their best creations in java joints around the world. At a quiet coffee shop, writers can disappear into their own worlds, overhear engaging conversations that can get their creative juices flowing and most of all they can write without being interrupted for hours. Compare that to spending long dreary hours studying or working in an inspiration-less library — coffee shops win hands down. While writers may have started the trend of frequenting coffee shops, it was quickly picked up by college students who also needed time away from noisy dorms to study. Now this culture of spending quality ‘me time’ in a coffee shop has spread like wildfire internationally. However, while many coffee shops and international chains have opened up their doors in Pakistan, the question remains as to whether Pakistanis have figured out the real purpose of a coffee shop?
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Amsterdam: The city is well-known for its cafes and coffee shops. However, more than coffee, these cafes are more popular for smoking marijuana, which is legally accepted.
Rome: As befitting the land of espresso, Italians take their coffee seriously. Famous throughout Rome, Caffe Sant Eustachio is a favourite for coffee snobs.

SOURCE: travelandleisure.com, coffeeshopsamsterdam.com
Coffee and Cigarettes
Set in Paris in the 1920s, the characters in the film discuss everything from caffeine popsicles to the possibility of using nicotine as an insecticide.
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SOURCE: chickmagalur.nic.in, Coffee: A Dark History.
Published in The Express Tribune, March 21st, 2012.
