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Commissioner vows complete ban on tobacco, Gutka soon
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The city commissioner has said all injurious substances, including tobacco, Gutka, betel nut, Paan and other items will be banned in the city as these items cause cancer.

 

Roshan Ali Shaikh stated this while speaking as chief guest at an awareness programme in Sir Syed Town, North Karachi, on Saturday.

 

He said that it was the need of the hour to ban such items so that innocent lives could be saved from numerous diseases.

 

“People are falling prey to different diseases, including mouth cancer mainly due to lack of awareness,” he said. The commissioner demanded of the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) and non-governmental organisations to help in eradicating this menace from society.

 

PMA central finance secretary Dr Qaiser Sajjad said that according to an estimate Gutka and other tobacco products of around 122 kinds were being sold in the city, imported and smuggled from India and other countries.

 

He regretted that such injurious items were openly being sold near schools and colleges that might prove fatal for the coming generations.

 

He demanded of the government to bring legislation to ban the selling of Gutka and betel nut. “In recent years, various diseases have also surged in the city and the government needs to make serious efforts to control the problem,” he said. Dr Farhan Essa, Dr Hassan Alam and other health officers were also present on the occasion.

